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MESSAGE

SEN. LEILA M. DE LIMA

Mabuhayl As some of you may know, that is a quintessentially Filipino
greeting, through which I convey to you my most heartfelt and warmest
greetings from inside the detention facility of the Philippine National Police
here in Camp Crame, along with reassurances that, even while I am unable to
be physically present, I am nonetheless, standing together with you, and I
remain to be fully committed with our common interests in protecting,
upholding and fighting for human rights. In fact, you can say that this is true,
now, more than ever.

Writing these words down makes me realize all over again how utterly
surreal my present situation is. From being the Chairperson of the Commission
on Human Rights, and the Justice Secretary of the Republic of the Philippines,
to being a prisoner in my own country.

I may have thus far been under detention for twenty (2o)days (note: as of
the date of this writing, 15 March 2017), but these three (3) weeks of
incarceration, even coming in the wake of months after months of public
persecution at the hands of my tormentors, have not been enough to blunt the
very absurdity of finding myself jailed for, of all things, trumped up illegal drug
trading charges!








